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Control freak

A London resident who wanted ultimate control got his every wish after his
Edwardian apartment was given all the bells and whistles that the industry can
produce. Damon Schiunmann reports

Glass act A large
glass walkway lets
in plenty of natural
light to the living
areas

There is an apartment in Little Venice in Maida Vale, London,
which is light, bright and full of life-enriching, home
automation technology. Installed by systems integrator
James & Giles, the impressive control system, which also
covers audio visual and heating and ventilation, sheds light
on a wide ranging Crestron solution.

Behind its imposing Edwardian fagade, a wealth of home
automation technology has been installed by James &
Giles, with minimal impact on the interior scheme. The all
encompassing system includes a lighting scheme designed
by Lumino, and both natural and artificial light has been
used to create mood and interest.
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Managing Director Giles Sutton, the man who puts
the Giles in James & Giles waxes lyrical: “We are really
impressed with lighting controls. The things that are
possible now are astonishing and the degree of control it has
given the homeowner in this case is remarkable. We have
really pushed the Crestron system to its limits and it has
proved itself to be robust, highly effective and user-friendly,
with a really smooth dimming curve.”

He tells Lighting: “It’s incredibly efficient as you don’t have
several systems fighting and being slow to react to each
other.”

The lighting scheme is contemporary and practical from

IT°S INCREDIBLY EFFICIENT AS YOU
DON'T HAVE SEVERAL SYSTEMS
FIGHTING AND BEING SLOW TO
REACT TO EACH OTHER”

GILES SUTTON

the industrial light fixtures in the snug, the period detailing
of the chandelier in the living room, the colour wash wall in
the children’s bathroom and the extensive use of LEDs and
fluorescents.

The system allows lighting scene control as well as
editing, as appropriate, to create the owners own lighting
effects. To facilitate this James & Giles have custom designed
an innovative web control page for the computer in the
study which allows the owner to access the lighting —as well
as all the technology within his home.

Exclusive

Sutton tells says: “The client is an entrepreneur working
from home and we developed something exactly that he
was looking for from scratch so it’s absolutely exclusive. It’s
unusual to offer that level of control, you normally provide
just the presets, but he can edit these and also access the
controls remotely if he is away on holiday.”

The location of family members on different floors led
to the specification of a number of safety and security
features: on activation of the intruder alarm, the lights in
the apartment flash as a deterrent and, in case of fire, the low
level lighting is automatically switched on, while the main
lights are deactivated to prevent smoke glare and to assist
occupants in finding a safe exit route.

Two Crestron 2 series processors makes all this possible,
one dedicated to heating and lighting and the other to AV.
A PAC2 professional dual bus control system serves as the
central processor for the Crestron Green Light system and
the heating, working seamlessly with the lighting dimmers,
shade controls, keypads, touch panels and thermostats in
situ.

With its hi-tech specification and intuitive control,
this property demonstrates that intuitive controls can be
combined with an integrated system that keeps this puts
this home at the cutting edge. W

PROJECT DETAILS

PROJECT: INTEGRATED CONTROLS FOR APARTMENT,
LONDON

LIGHTING DESIGNER: LUMINO

LIGHTING CONTROLS: CRESTRON

LIGHTING BUDGET: ABOUT £9,000

OVERALL JAMES & GILES CONTRACT: ABOUT £70,000
PROJECT START / END: JANUARY 2008 - JANUARY 2009

Colour party Extensive use of LEDs (seen here beside the stair treads) ensures that

the installation looks good and is energy efficient

Open secret The well-Lit open plan area benefits from Crestron lighting control across

the different zones

Shelf life Feature lighting plays an important role in the overall look
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